Bioethics/The ethics of Food Security

July 10-14, 2016 / Summer 2016

SMTWTH 14:00-18:00

As part of the Food Safety & Security Summer Institute at Tel Aviv University

Course number: 0466.4004
2 credits

Instructor: Dr. Sarit Smila-Sened
Email: sarits@post.tau.ac.il

Course Description:

The purpose of this course is to examine central issues in the ethics of food security. We will
do that by exploring the most influential ethical schools and then by looking at some of the
prevalent moral debates. This theoretical background provides the philosophical tools
necessary for our investigation and reflection on those challenging moral issues.

The syllabus below provides an outline of the course and a list of corresponding readings.
Note that the syllabus is subject to change and supplementation, and that it is the
responsibility of each participant to follow these changes.

Texts: Texts posted on Moodle
Course Work: attendance and participation (20%), take-home exam (80%)
Course Requirements and Policies:

Preparation and participation — students are expected to have carefully read the assigned
reading prior to the class meeting in which they are to be discussed, and are expected to
participate in discussions regarding the materials. An essential part of this course is critical
thought and discussion of philosophical issues — that is, doing philosophy, not just reading
about it. Note that a crucial part of participation involves respect other people in the class and
for their views.

Take-home exam — the final exam for the course will be a take-home exam. Details about the
format of the exam will be given at the beginning of the course.

Plagiarism — plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade
for the course. Please see me if you have any questions about proper citation or incorporation
of other texts into your work.
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Course Outline:

First Day — What is Ethics and Ethical Theories

Summary of Ethical Theories

Second Day - Hunger and Poverty

Peter Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality”
http://philosophyfaculty.ucsd.edu/faculty/rarneson/Singeressayspring1972.pdf

Garrett Hardin, “Lifeboat Ethics: The Case Against Helping the Poor”
http://rintintin.colorado.edu/~vancecd/phil1100/Hardin.pdf

Third Day — Food Ethics - GMOs

Can Frankenfood Save the Planet? / Rauch

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2003/10/will-frankenfood-save-the-

planet/302806/
The Unholy Alliance / Ho

http://www.ub.edu/prometheus21/articulos/obsprometheus/BIOTECH.pdf

Fourth Day — Animal Rights — Eating and experimenting

A Utilitarian Defense of Animal Liberation/ Peter Singer
http://public.callutheran.edu/~chenxi/phil345_111.pdf

The Case for the Use of animals in Biomedical Research / Carl Cohen
http://spot.colorado.edu/~heathwoo/phil1200,Spr07/cohen.pdf

Fifth Day — Sustainable Agriculture

How Sustainable Agriculture Can Address the Environmental and Human
Health Harms of Industrial Agriculture / Horrigan, Lawrence and Walker
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1240832/pdf/ehp0110-000445.pdf
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